Slowdown is affecting renewable
energy's bright spot: rooftop solar
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Losing speed
Rooftop solar additions have slowed considerably this year, reflecting the
econom ic slowdown and regulatory headwinds.
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says Neha Agrawal, head, corporate
strategy, Vikram Solar.
Under net m etering, customers
inject electricity into the grid when
they have excess generation, and
draw power when generation in the
rooftop system dips.
Lack of an overarching law defin
ing the rights of the customers is seen
as an impediment as well. As things
stand, regulations vary across states.

Frequent changes are hurting busi
ness sentiments and project pipeline.
“Right now, rooftop solar operates in
a somewhat ambiguous regulatory
environment, which makes it easier
for discoms to put obstacles. For the
commercial and industrial segment,
rooftop solar doesn’t need subsidies
or incentives, but does need more
protection from regulatory interfer
ence,” said Hines of CleanMax Solar.

