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‘C0 MAY SELL FLIGHT TICKETS NEXT YR'
Booking CEO: India Vax

Driveto Boost Travel

Glenn Fogel, CEQ of Booking
D Holdings, which has a global

portfolio of brands including
Booking.com, Agoda, Priceline and Kayak,
said India has done an “incredible” jobin
terms of vaccination which helps people
feel safer about travelling. Anumeha
Chaturvedireports. »» INSIDE JACKET



‘PM’s Vision Behind Dekho Apna Desh is Powerful’

BUILDING ON OPPORTUNITIES Booking Holdings CEQ Glenn Fogel says the company plans to sell airline tickets in India next year

Anumeha.Chaturvedi
@timesgroup.com

. New Delhi: Glenn Fogel,
the CEO of Booking Hol-
dings, which has a global
§ portfolio of brands inclu-
& ding Booking.com, Agoda,
Priceline and Kayak, said
India has done an “incre-
. » dible”jobinterms of vacci-
L nationwhichhelpspeople fe-
elsafer about travelling.
“More people are vaccinated in
" Indiathan those thatlive in theenti-
re United States,” Fogel told ET inan
interview. “If youlook at the num-
ber of individual injections,
it’s over a billion. It’s in-
credible what India
has done right
now. People will
travel if they
feelit’s safe.”

@ oninDIA'S VACCINATION DRIVE
If you look at number of individual injections, it's
overabillion. It'sincredible what India has done
right now. People will travel if they feel it's safe.”

GLENN FOGEL ceo of Booking Holdings

He said as the world will get out of the
pandemic, India will go back to where it
really was — a growth area for travel —
asitshould be. “The Prime Minister’s vi-
sion of Dekho Apna Desh, the idea that
peopleshould see theirown country isre-
ally powerful. Get people travelling. The-
re is so much to see in India. Look at all
the great things. The number of people
in the country who can travel. It’s just an
opportunity for anybody in the industry
toreally build a great business,” he said.

The company, which has been looking
at a long-term strategy of a connected
trip, bringing together all the elements

of travel, not just hotels and homes but
also flights and on-ground transporta-
tion, also plans to sell airline tickets in
India next year. The company operates
its Booking.com brand and the Agoda
brand in India. “We have been building
Booking.com... about two years ago, we
started doing flights. We had done it be-
fore but as part of our overall connec-
ted trip, we are supporting flights. We
arenotyetdoingflightsin India. But we
willbe. Iexpect that in 2022, we will also
be doing flights in India as we continue
tobuild outour travel opportunities for
consumers,” said Fogel.

He said: “It’s important to provide all
the services for travel because it’s fru-
strating if you do one service with one
company and another service with
another company. Ittakesalotof time.”

Fogelsaid while the industry is anxio-
usly waiting for more scientific assess-
ments on the new variant and its impli-
cations, more countries around the
world should be putting in more efforts
to detect variants faster. “It’s amazing
to me that almost two years into this
pandemic, globally we don’t seem to ha-
veas much surveillance as we should. I
am not going to second guess the go-
vernments,” he said. “What I will say
though is after having learnt that it's
(Omicron) already there throughout
different countries, maybe then we can
say okay, now we have to be a little bit
smarter and see what type of restric-
tions. Do we want to do a better job of
checking people? Are they sick before
theygetonthe plane? Thingsof thatna-
ture can also be ways to allow for travel

and allow for safety.”

That’s the type of thing that govern-
ments need to do, said Fogel. “I was very
disappointed with the United States.
The country took so long to allow people
as tourists from countries that had

much saferdatainterms

— of infection rates than
lexpectthat  the US did. I was happy
in2022,we  that it finally happened,
will also be but now of course we ha-
doingflights  ve this new variant and
inindiaaswe new restrictions, etc.”

continue to Fogelsaid he hopessci-
buildoutour entists will conclude
traveloppor- that the new Omicron
tunitiesfor  varjant is not more se-
consumers vere. “At which point

then, hopefully, governments will react
just as fast in taking down restrictions
as they were in putting them up. One
thing that no virus can defeat is the de-
sire to travel. That desire is there no
matter what. If people will find a safe
way to travel, they will travel,” he said.



