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Over the last month, the avia-
tion industry’s carbon emis-
sions seem to be dropping but
not for the reasons you think:
because what activism on cli-
mate change could not do, the
Coronavirus outbreak has, unin-
tentionally... not to say the
world requires a pandemic to be
proactive about the environ-
ment.

While it may be cumbersome
to push the industry to adopt
green methods, regional or in-
tra-continental airlines are tak-
ing the extra step to kick offare-
volution. More than 10 million
travellers using Skyscannér se-
lected the lowest-CO2-emission
flight option over the last 12
months, according to the 2019
‘Sustainable Travel Report’ by
Booking.com. Last year, Portu-
guese airline Hi Fly operated the
first single-use plastic-free
flights, saving 200 pounds of
plastic per flight. The company’s
CEO Paulo Mirpuri says they
want to be carbon neutral by
2021. “Travellers understand
that the $1 to $1.50 hike in ticket
fares is a small price to pay for
the massive contribution to
green behaviour in the travel in-
dustry,” he adds.

With the restrictions imposed
on travel, over the past week,
major airlines have issued state-
ments about huge dips in de-
mand. On March 17, Qantas an-
nounced that international and

domestic travel have been cut by

90% and 60% respectively until
end of May. Virgin Australia, ad-

_ ditionally, is predicting a 7.7%
firsthalf eut.
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There is an unlikely beneficiary of
Coronavirus: our planet. To match the
changing expectations of social distancing,
the tourism industry is now leaving a,
considerably smaller carbon footprint

seven million tonnes of CO2 in
2018-19.

Earljer this month, Flightra-
dar24 announced that there was
a4.3% dip in flights taken in Fe-
bruary, shortly after the first few
cases were reported. An interac-
tive line graph on their website
reveals that from March 11 till
March 15, the number of flights
taken dropped by 27,820.

Plus, in a March 17 op-ed for
The Conversation, Glen Peters
from the Centre for Internation-
al Climate and Environment Re-
search, Oslo, hypothesises that
the airline industry — which coy-
ers 2.6% of the global CO2 em

months, if not years for p

That said, there are blue skies
aplenty in China and in north-

ern Italy. According to China’s

Ministry of Ecology and Envi-
ronment, the average number of
‘good quality air days’ increased
21.5% in February, compared to
the same period last year. The
European Space Agency (ESA)
observed a particularly marked
decline in emissions of nitrogen
dioxide, a noxious gas emitted
by power plants, cars, planes
and factories, over the Po Valley
region in northern Italy. “Alth-
ough there could be slight varia-
tions in the data due to cloud

. cover and changing weather, we
sions — is in freefall. “It may take

re very conﬁdent that the re-

Zehner, who manages the agen-
cy’s Copernicus Sentinel-5P sa-
tellite mission, in a statement.

' Existing green ventures

While cancelled flight routes
and social distancing are the talk
of the travel industry, more dia-
logue around carbon neutral
tourism has circulated. Carbon
neutral tourism involves any
form of tourism actively taking
out as much carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere as is being
put in. From airline carriers to
the individual traveller, such

_measures can include the reduc-
tion of energy consumption and

emissions-producing activities,

. improving energy efficiency,

chnological innovation in lo

carbon and consumption of re-

newable elecmclty A wis

- energy-related CO2 emission le-
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According to Google
Trends, the term ‘eco-
friendly travel' was
searched at an average

of just over 100 times a
day in 2019, globally.
India was one of the
major epicentres for this
search.

move, considering the global

vel (according to International

Energy Agency) was a record

33.3 billion tonnes in 2019. ,
Enter electric vehicles: a

small player p the big picture of

Chobe river that borders Nami-
bia and Botswana in electric sa-

fari boats. According to a report -

by Responsible Travel - the
Brighton-based online travel
firm customising environment-
friendly travel plans — Chobe
Game Lodge estimates that the
electric boats have saved over
25,000 kilograms of CO2 emis-
sions and nearly 10,000 litres of
diesel since its launch. Plus, its
solar safari boats have saved a
further 12,749 kilograms of CO2
emissions. \

Carbon neutral since 2009,
East Africa-based Asilia Adven-
tures claims to have offset a total
of 1,505 tonnes of carbon waste.
The company also has an elec-

tric safari option which kicked

offat the Ol Pejeta
I(eny last ctober ts eleci
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Going greener The Svart Hotel in Norway; Qantas airlines at bay in Sydney;
Asilia Adventures' electric safaris in Kenya; electric safari boats at Chobe
Game Lodge in BOtswana = SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT, GETTY IMAGES

‘ical combustion engine runs at

roughly 20-30% of its total effi-

ciency, while electric vehicles
run at 94-96% efficiency, provid-
ing a significant improvement in
the performance of the vehicle
itself. The lifespan of an electric
vehicle is also more than that of
a regular vehicle; the battery
packs can easily travel more
than 2,00,000 kilometres in

-their lifetime,” says Britta Foulis,

content marketing manager. at
Asilia Adventures, on its web-
site.

The travel-hungry are also
awaiting the opening of the
world’s first energy-positive ho-
tel in 2022. Situated on a fjord
beneath the Svartisen Glacier in
northern Norway, the Svart Ho-
tel claims to use 85% less energy
than contemporary hotels in its
market range. The conception,
development and execution of
this futuristic ring hotel is the re-
sult of combined efforts of real

_ estate company MIRIS AS, de-
sign firm Snghetta and energy

company Powerhouse.




