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Il Telcos Can't Pay Through
Their Nose for Spectrum: Niti

NEW DELHI Telecomoperators
\ need to be financially sound to

build up infrastructure and there is

aneed toreview theauctionar-
chitecture as they cannot pay high prices for
spectrum, asenior Niti Aayog official said on
Wednesday. “We need telcos also to be financi-
ally sound. They cannot pay through the nose
for spectrum auction. Again, it is notan area of
my expertise butmy personal view is that we
need torelook at the whole auction architec-
ture, notonly inspectrumbutalso in mining
and other areas,” Niti Aayog Special Secretary
YaduvendraMathur said at Broadband India
Forum (BIF) event here. He said the govern-
ment wants access to real time data in decision
making which can bedone by installing IoT
(internet of things) devices supported by
public Wifi. Mathur said telecom players
should set up public WiFi but for that they also
need to be financially healthy.



